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Course Identification 

Course general Description: 

This course is an introduction to the relation between psychology and design, covering the topic 

of environmental design, focusing on both cognitive and behavioral aspects, in addition to 

occupant experience; this also includes aesthetics judgement and place identity. Students will be 

able to understand and analyze the impact of physical environment on people in terms of perceptual 

and behavioral interaction.    

Course Main Objective(s): 

1. To introduce the relations between the human and the built-environment, and the impact 

of the physical environment on the human psychology.  

2. To develop the students’ skills of human-oriented design.  

3. To familiarize the students with major behavioral and cognitive aspects in design. 

Course Learning Outcomes (CLOs), Teaching Strategies and Assessment Methods 

Code Course Learning Outcomes 

Code of CLOs 

aligned with 

program 

1.0 

1.1 
Define environmental psychology, its history, scope, key features, and 

investigation methods 
K2 

1.2 
Outline environmental influence on human behavior and well-being. 

 
K2 

1.3 

Recognize cognitive aspects within the built environment, and visual 

quality assessment. 

 

K2 

2.0 

2.1 Investigate the psychological dimension of the built environment  S2 

2.2   

3.0 

3.1   

3.2   

Students Assessment Activities 

No Assessment Activities *  

1.  Assignment 1: Observe and explain behavior in a public space 

2.  Assignment 2: Perceptual and cognitive analysis of architecture 
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No Assessment Activities *  

3.  
Assignment 3: Write an essay about one of the topics provided and discuss it with the class 

4.  Midterm exam  

5.  Final exam 
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